
GENERAL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Feast-Day Liturgy at 9:00am 
Sunday Liturgy at 10:00am  

Vespers Service on Saturdays: 5:00pm
Vespers Service on the eve of a Feast-Day: 5:00pm

ST. GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

*905 E. Joliet Street*Schererville, IN 46375*

Parish Priest: V. Rev. Radovan Jakovljevic

Office: 219/322-3355; Fr Radovan’s Cell: 847/219-2969; Home: 219-515-2589

Schedule of Upcoming Church Services 

Thursday, October 26
Vespers at 5:00pm

Friday, October 27-St. Petka
Divine Liturgy at 9:00am

Saturday, October 28
Vespers at 5:00pm

Sunday, October 29
Divine Liturgy at 10:00am

October 22, 2023
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Epistle Reading: Gal. 1:11-19
Gospel Reading: Luke 7:11-16

Liturgical Message

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, that a 
great prophet is risen up among us; and, that God hath visited His 
people. Because the Lord, while not even present, had healed the centurions 
servant, He now performs another even more remarkable miracle. He does this 
so that no one could say, "What is remarkable about the healing of the centurions 
servant? Perhaps the servant would not have died in any case." This is why the 
Lord now raises up the dead man as he was being carried out for burial. He does 
not perform the miracle by His word alone, but also touches the bier, teaching us 
that His very Body is life. Because God the Word Who gives life to all things 
Himself became flesh, therefore His flesh itself is likewise life-creating, and takes 
away death and corruption. The dead man sat up and began to speak, so that 
some would not think that his rising was only an apparition. Sitting up and 
speaking are definite proofs of resurrection from the deadâ€”how can a lifeless 
body sit up and speak? You may also understand the widow to mean the soul 
which has suffered the loss of its husband, the Word of God Which sows the good 
seed. The son of such a widow is the mind which is dead and is being carried 
outside the city, that is, outside the heavenly Jerusalem which is the land of the 
living. The Lord then takes pity and touches the bier. 

The bier which carries the dead mind is the body. And indeed the body is like a 
tomb, as the ancient Greeks said, calling the body [soma] a burial mound [soma], 
which means a tomb. Having touched the body, the Lord then raises the mind, 
restoring its youth and vigor. And after the young man, meaning the mind, has 
sat up, raised from the tomb of sin, he will begin to speak, that is, to teach others. 
While he is in the grip of sin, he cannot speak or teach”who would believe him?
+Blessed Theophylact of Ochrid 

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS

Every Christian should find for himself the imperative and 
incentive to become holy. If you live without struggle and 
without hope of becoming holy, then you are Christians 
only in name and not in essence.                                       

But without holiness, no one shall see the Lord, that is to 
say they will not attain eternal blessedness. It is a 
trustworthy saying that Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners (I Tim. 1:15). But we deceive ourselves if we 
think that we are saved while remaining sinners. Christ 
saves those sinners by giving them the means to become 
saints. 
+St. Philaret of Moscow, Sermon of September 23, 1847



 

The Life of Venerable Paraskevi (Petka) of Serbia

Saint Paraskevi (Paraskevḗ) the New was born into a 
pious family, living during the eleventh century in the village of 
Epivato, between Silistra and Constantinople. Her older 
brother Euthymius became a monk, and later he was 
consecrated as Bishop of Matidia. One day, while attending 
the divine services, the words of the Lord pierced her heart like 
an arrow, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself” (Mt. 16:24). From that time she began to distribute 
her clothing to the needy, for which reason she endured much 
grief from her family.

 Upon the death of her parents, the saint was tonsured 
into monasticism at the age of fifteen. She withdrew to the 

Jordanian desert where she lived the ascetic life until she reached the age of 
twenty-five. An angel of the Lord ordered her to return to her homeland, so she 
stayed at Epivato for two years.

Saint Paraskevi departed to the Lord at the age of twenty-seven, and 
was buried near the sea. Because of the many miracles which took place at her 
grave, her relics were uncovered and found to be incorrupt. They were placed 
in the church of the Holy Apostles at Epivato, where they remained for about 
175 years. Saint Paraskevi’s relics were moved to Trnovo, Bulgaria in 1223 and 
placed in the cathedral. Patriarch Euthymius wrote her Life and established the 
day of her commemoration as October 14. The Turks occupied Bulgaria in 
1391, and her relics were given to Mircea the Elder, Prince of the Romanian 
Land (one of the districts of Romania). In 1394 the relics were given to Princess 
Angelina of Serbia (July 30), who brought them to Belgrade. For 120 years 
Saint Paraskevi’s relics rested in Constantinople in the patriarchal cathedral.

On June 13, 1641, her incorrupt relics were transferred to the 
monastery of the Three Hierarchs at Jassy in Rumania, where many healings 
took place. On December 26, 1888, after being rescued from a fire, Saint 
Paraskevi’s relics were moved again. This time they were placed in the new 
cathedral at Jassy, where they remain until the present day.

Sixth Fall Bible Studies Session 

Monday, October 23, 2023, at 7:00pm

CHETNIK KOLO SLAVA

Sunday, November 5, 2023

ZADUSNICE-MEMORIAL SATURDAY

Saturday, November 4, 2023

Divine Liturgy and Parastos 
at 8:00am

SNFL LODGE 171 SLAVA

Sunday, November 12, 2023


