
GENERAL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Feast-Day Liturgy at 9:00am 
Sunday Liturgy at 10:00am  

Vespers Service on Saturdays: 5:00pm
Vespers Service on the eve of a Feast-Day: 5:00pm

ST. GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

*905 E. Joliet Street*Schererville, IN 46375*

Parish Priest: V. Rev. Radovan Jakovljevic

Office: 219/322-3355; Fr Radovan’s Cell: 847/219-2969; Home: 219-515-2589

Schedule of Upcoming Church Services 

Monday, October 30
Vespers at 5:00pm

Tuesday, October 31-St. Luke the Apostle and St. Peter of  Cetinje
Divine Liturgy at 9:00am

Saturday, November 4-Memorial Saturday
Divine Liturgy at 8:00am

Sunday, November 5
Divine Liturgy at 10:00am

October 29, 2023
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Epistle Reading: Gal. 2:16-20
Gospel Reading: Luke 8:5-15

Liturgical Message

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God… 

Here are described three types of those who are not saved. First, there are 
those along the way, who do not receive and accept the word at all. Just as a 
pathway, which is well trodden and compacted, cannot receive the seed 
because it is hard, so also those who are hardened in their hearts do not 
accept the word at all. Though they hear the word, they give it no heed. 
Next there are those on the rock who hear the word, and then do not 
endure temptations because of human weakness, and deny the faith. The 
third kind are those who hear the word and then are choked by the cares 
of life. Three parts, therefore, perish, and only one part is saved. 

Few are saved; most perish. See that it is not said of those who are choked, 
that they are choked by riches, but rather by the cares of riches. It is not 
wealth that harms, but the cares and worries about wealth which fill the 
mind. Indeed, many have received great benefit from their wealth, when 
they poured it out to feed the poor. Consider the preciseness of the 
Evangelist, when he says of those who are saved, that when they have 
heard the word, they keep it, in contrast to those who are along the pathway, 
who do not keep the word; instead, the devil takes the word from them. 
And they bring forth fruit, in contrast to those who are choked by the thorns, 
and who bring no fruit to maturity.
+Blessed Theophylact of Ochrid 

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS

Christians, always rejoice, for evil, death, sin, the devil and hell have 
been conquered by Christ. But when all of this is conquered, is there 
anyone in the world who can bring our joy to naught? You are the 
lord of this eternal rejoicing as long as you do not give in to sin. Joy 
burns in our hearts from His truth, love, resurrection, and from the 
Church and His saints. Joy burns in our hearts all because of 
sufferings for Him, mockings for Him, and death for Him, insofar as 
these sufferings write our names in heaven. 

There is no true joy on earth without the victory over death, but the 
victory over death does not exist without the Resurrection, and the 
Resurrection does not exist without Christ. The risen God-Man 
Christ, the founder of the Church, constantly pours out this joy into 
the hearts of His followers through the Holy Mysteries and good 
deeds. Our faith is fulfilled in this eternal joy, insofar as the joy of 
faith in Christ is the only true joy for human nature. 
+St. Justin Popovich, Explanation of I Thessalonians, 5



 

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke, was a native of Syrian 
Antioch, a companion of the holy Apostle Paul (Phil.1:24, 2 
Tim. 4:10-11), and a physician enlightened in the Greek 
medical arts. Hearing about Christ, Luke arrived in Palestine 
and fervently accepted the preaching of salvation from the 
Lord Himself. As one of the Seventy Apostles, Saint Luke was 
sent by the Lord with the others to preach the Kingdom of 
Heaven during the Savior’s earthly life (Luke 10:1-3). After the 
Resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to Saints Luke 
and Cleopas on the road to Emmaus.

Luke accompanied Saint Paul on his second missionary journey, and from that 
time they were inseparable. When Paul’s coworkers had forsaken him, only 
Luke remained to assist him in his ministry (2 Tim. 4:10-11). After the martyric 
death of the First-Ranked Apostles Peter and Paul, Saint Luke left Rome to 
preach in Achaia, Libya, Egypt and the Thebaid. He ended his life by suffering 
martyrdom in the city of Thebes.

Tradition credits Saint Luke with painting the first icons of the Mother of God. 
“Let the grace of Him Who was born of Me and My mercy be with these Icons,” 
said the All-Pure Virgin after seeing the icons. Saint Luke also painted icons of 
the First-Ranked Apostles Peter and Paul. Saint Luke’s Gospel was written in 
the years 62-63 at Rome, under the guidance of the Apostle Paul. In the 
preliminary verses (1:1-3), Saint Luke precisely sets forth the purpose of his 
work. He proposes to record, in chronological order, everything known by 
Christians about Jesus Christ and His teachings. By doing this, he provided a 
firmer historical basis for Christian teaching (1:4). He carefully investigated the 
facts, and made generous use of the oral tradition of the Church and of what 
the All-Pure Virgin Mary Herself had told him (2:19, 51).

In Saint Luke’s Gospel, the message of the salvation made possible by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the preaching of the Gospel, are of primary importance.   
Saint Luke also wrote the Acts of the Holy Apostles at Rome around 62-63 A.D. 
The Book of Acts, which is a continuation of the four Gospels, speaks about the 
works and the fruits of the holy Apostles after the Ascension of the Savior. At 
the center of the narrative is the Council of the holy Apostles at Jerusalem in 
the year 51, a Church event of great significance, which resulted in the 
separation of Christianity from Judaism and its independent dissemination 
into the world (Acts 15:6-29). The theological focus of the Book of Acts is the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, Who will guide the Church “into all truth” (John 
16:13) until the Second Coming of Christ.

Seventh Fall Bible Studies Session 

Monday, October 30, 2023, at 7:00pm

CHETNIK KOLO SLAVA

Sunday, November 5, 2023

ZADUSNICE-MEMORIAL SATURDAY

Saturday, November 4, 2023

Divine Liturgy and Parastos 
at 8:00am

SNFL LODGE 171 SLAVA

Sunday, November 12, 2023

TODAY 

Fellowship Luncheon at the Old Hall


