
GENERAL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Feast-Day Liturgy at 9:00am 
Sunday Liturgy at 10:00am  

Vespers Service on Saturdays: 5:00pm
Vespers Service on the eve of a Feast-Day: 5:00pm

ST. GEORGE THE GREAT MARTYR SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

*905 E. Joliet Street*Schererville, IN 46375*

Parish Priest: V. Rev. Radovan Jakovljevic

Office: 219/322-3355; Fr Radovan’s Cell: 847/219-2969; Home: 219-515-2589

Schedule of Upcoming Church Services 

Monday, February 12-Holy Three Hierarchs
Divine Liturgy at 9:00am

Wednesday, February 14
Vespers at 5:00pm

Thursday, February 15-Meeting of the Lord
Divine Liturgy at 10:00am

Sunday, February 18
Divine Liturgy at 10:00am

February 11, 2024
32nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Epistle Reading: 2. Cor. 6:16-7,1
Gospel Reading: Matt. 15:21-28

Liturgical Message

Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region, and 
cried unto Him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, Thou Son of 
David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a demon. But He 
answered her not a word. Why did He not allow the disciples to go by way 
of the Gentiles [Mt. 10:5], while He Himself went to Tyre and Sidon, which 
were Gentile cities? Learn then, that He did not go there to preach, since, as 
Mark says, He hid Himself [Mk. 7:24]. But rather, when He saw that the Pharisees 
had not accepted His words about food, He went to the Gentiles. The woman 
said, "Have mercy, not on my daughter, who is unconscious, but on me who am 
suffering and experiencing these terrible things." And she did not say, "Come 
and heal," but Have mercy. He did not answer her a word, not out of contempt, 
but to show that He had come, in the first place, for the Jews, and to shut the 
mouths of those Jews who might later slanderously accuse Him of doing good to 
Gentiles. He also refrained from answering her so that He might reveal the 
persevering faith of the woman.

 And His disciples came and besought Him, saying, Send her 
away; for she crieth after us. But He answered and said, I am sent 
only unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. The disciples were 
oppressed by the cry of the woman and so begged Christ to send her away. They 
did this, not out of a lack of compassion, but rather with the desire to persuade 
the Lord to have mercy on her. But He said, "I am sent only unto to the Jews, who 
are lost sheep because of the wickedness of those shepherds to whom they have 
been entrusted." In this manner He discloses more fully the faith of the woman.
+Blessed Theophilact of Ochrid 

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS
Whoever hates his sins will stop sinning; and whoever confesses them 
will receive remission. A man can not abandon the habit of sin if he 
does not first gain enmity toward sin, nor can he receive remission of 
sin without confession of sin. For the confession of sin is the cause of 

true humility. 
+St. Isaac the Syrian, Homilies

It is harmful to remember previous sins in detail. For if they bring you 
sorrow, they will estrange you from hope, but if they are 

remembered without sorrow, they will introduce the previous 
defilement. If you want to bring to God an uncondemned 
confession, then don't remember your sins in detail, but 

manfully endure the suffering that is coming because of them. 
+St. Mark the Ascetic, Homilies



 

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord

The Meeting of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is 
described in the third Gospel (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days 
after His birth the Divine Child was brought to the Temple 
at Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. According to the 
Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a 
male child was forbidden to enter the Temple for forty days. 
At the end of the time of her purification, the mother went to 
the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb, two 
turtledoves, or pigeons to the Lord as a sacrifice. The Most 
Holy Virgin had no need of purification, since she had given 
birth to the Source of purity and sanctity. Out of humility, 
however, she fulfilled the requirements of the Law. At this 

time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been 
revealed to him that he would not die until he beheld the promised Messiah. By 
divine inspiration, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when the 
Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought the Child Jesus to fulfill the 
Law. 

Saint Simeon received the divine Child in his arms,1 and giving thanks to God, he 
spoke the words repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). 
Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for the fall and 
rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a 
sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).

At the Temple was an 84-year-old widow, Saint Anna the Prophetess, the daughter 
of Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with 
fasting and prayers night and day." She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the 
Divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who 
were looking for redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). In the icon of the Feast she 
holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.”

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the 
Christian Church.

Important Announcement
 

On Thursday, February 15, 2024., His Grace 

Bishop Longin will serve the Divine Liturgy on 

the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord into 

the Temple (Sretenje) at our Church. 

 

Divine Liturgy will start at 10:00am

Monday Night Bible Studies 
 
  

We will resume our Bible Studies on Monday, 
February 26, 2024, at 7:00pm

Series: Orthodoxy 101
 

In this series we will cover the basics of Orthodoxy 
and the important teachings and beliefs of the 

Orthodox Church. 
 

Everyone is welcome.


