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October 12, 2025 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Epistle Reading: 2 Cor. 9:6-11
Gospel Reading: Lk. 5:1-11

In today’s Gospel, Christ calls His first disciples by performing a miracle that 
speaks directly to their hearts. After a long night of empty labor, the 
fishermen had caught nothing. Yet when Jesus says, “Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch,” Peter obeys, even though it seems 
unreasonable. This act of simple trust leads to an overwhelming catch of fish. 
Here, the Lord teaches us that when we act in faith and obedience, even 
when we do not fully understand, God’s grace fills what is empty. He enters 
our ordinary struggles and transforms them into moments of divine 
abundance.

The miracle also reveals the power of humility. When Peter sees the great 
catch, he falls to his knees and says, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man.” His humility becomes the doorway to his calling. Only when we 
recognize our weakness can God work His strength in us. The proud heart 
remains closed, but the humble heart is open to grace. Christ’s response to 
Peter—“Do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men”—shows that 
God accepts the sinner who repents, but instead transforms him into an 
instrument of salvation for others.

Finally, the disciples “left everything and followed Him.” This moment marks 
the beginning of their true discipleship. To follow Christ means to trust Him 
more than our fears, to love Him more than our possessions, and to find our 
purpose not in what we have, but in whom we serve. The same call comes to 
us today: to leave behind the empty nets of self-reliance and to follow the One 
who fills our lives with meaning and grace. The deep waters of faith are never 
easy, but they are where Christ is waiting for us.

GENERAL SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Feast-Day Liturgy at 9:00am
Sunday Liturgy at 10:00am

Vespers Service on Saturdays: 5:00pm 

Vespers Service on the eve of a Feast-Day: 5:00pm 

Upcoming Church Services 

•Sunday- October 19
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS

St. John Chrysostom:
“When obedience is present, the power of God is made manifest. For Peter 
did not reason within himself, but trusted the word of the Lord, and by this 
faith the miracle was accomplished.”

St. Theophylact of Ohrid:
“Christ commanded them to launch out into the deep, teaching us that divine 
wisdom is found not in shallow thoughts, but in the deep mysteries of faith.”

St. Gregory the Great:
“The more a soul humbles itself when it beholds divine greatness, the more it 
is raised up by grace.”

St. Isaac the Syrian:
“Humility is the garment of divinity. Whoever puts it on becomes like the 
One who descended from heaven and became lowly for our sake.”



 

NEW GRACANICA MONASTERY CHURCH SLAVA
Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos 

Tuesday, October 14, 2025

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
at 10:00 am

*There will be no Divine Liturgy 
at our church

Bible Study
Monday, October 13, 2025

7:00 pm 

Youth Group Gathering 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025
7:00 pm at Halls of St. George

 

Wedding Announcement 
Dejan Nesovic of Chicago, IL., and 

Ivana Stojkovic of Chicago, IL., will be married at 
our church on Sunday, November 2, 2025

KOLO MONTHLY MEETING
Monday, October 13, 2025

6:00 pm at HOSTG


